472                 Lord Hailes and Henaiilt.         [A.D.1770.
-------------------------------------------------------------------
'I cannot but rejoice that Joseph1 has had the wit to find the way back. He is a fine fellow, and one of the best travellers in the world.
'Young Col brought me your letter. He is a very pleasing youth. I took him two days ago to the Mitre, and we dined to-gether. I was as civil as I had the means of being.
'I have had a letter from Rasay, acknowledging, with great appearance of satisfaction, the insertion in the Edinburgh paper3. I am very glad that it was done.
'My compliments to Mrs. Boswell, who does not love me; and of all the rest, I need only send them to those that do : and I am afraid it will give you very little trouble to distribute them. 'I am, my dear, dear Sir,
' Your affectionate humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'December 23,1775.'
1776: JETAT. 67,]—In 1776, Johnson wrote, so far as I can discover, nothing for the publick: but that his mind was still ardent, and fraught with generous wishes to attain to still higher degrees of literary excellence, is proved by his private notes of this year, which I shall insert in their proper place.
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 'DEAR SIR,
'I have at last sent you all Lord Hailes's papers. While I was in France, I looked very often into Henault3; but Lord Hailes, in my opinion, leaves him far and far behind. Why I did not dispatch so short a perusal sooner, when I look back, I am utterly unable to discover: but human moments are stolen away by a thousand petty impediments which leave no trace behind them. I have been afflicted, through the whole Christmas, with the general disorder, of which the worst effect was a cough, which is now much mitigated, though the country, on which I look from
J Joseph Ritter, a Bohemian, who was in my service many years, and attended Dr. Johnson and me in our Tour to the Hebrides. After having left me for some time, he had now returned to me. BOSWELL. See ante, ii. 119.
s See Boswell's Hebrides near the end.
3 See ante, ii. 439.
a windowof heirs-male however remote.  See post, ii. 474.   Johnson, on Feb. 9, 1776, opposing this intention, wrote :—' I hope I shall get some ground now with Mrs. Boswell.1
